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PREFACE 


This  report  presents  the  highlights  of  the  1981  Census  results  for 
Ontario.  It  puts  these  results  in  context  by  comparing  them  to  the  results  of 
the  1971  Census  in  Ontario,  and  to  the  1981  Census  results  for  other  regions 
of  Canada.  Only  broad  demographic  trends  are  considered.  More  detailed 
examination  of  the  specific  items  in  the  Census  must  await  the  release  of  more 
cross  tabulated  data  by  Statistics  Canada. 

Though  demographic  data  by  itself  is  of  limited  value,  this  report 
should  assist  demographers  and  policy  analysts  in  the  Ontario  Government  in 
two  ways.  First,  it  highlights  the  range  of  useful  data  which  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Census.  Second,  Census  data  used  in  combination  with  other  data, 
particularly  data  generated  by  ministries  in  relation  to  their  own  programs, 
can  be  extremely  valuable  for  planning  purposes. 

The  Statistical  Services  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Treasury  and 
Economics  serves  as  a  focal  point  for  relations  between  the  Ontario  Government 
and  Statistics  Canada  on  matters  of  statistical  policy.  In  addition,  pursuant 
to  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding  between  the  Statistical  Services  Branch  and 
Statistics  Canada,  the  Branch  is  responsible  for  disseminating  198I  Census 
data  to  all  Ontario  Government  users. 

The  Statistical  Services  Branch  maintains  a  full  collection  of  all 
Statistics  Canada’s  I98I  Census  products.  This  includes  publications,  micro¬ 
fiche  special,  tabulations  which  are  not  released  in  publication  form,  maps 
and  guides  to  the  data.  In  addition,  the  Branch  has  a  complete  set  of  EDP 
User  Summary  Tapes,  though  government  users  who  have  access  to  Statistics 
Canada's  CANSIM  database  may  get  much  of  the  same  material  from  that  source. 
Where  specific  data  requirements  cannot  be  met  in  any  other  way.  Statistical 
Services  Branch  will  arrange  for  Statistics  Canada  to  do  special  tabulations 
on  a  cost  recovery  basis.  Within  the  next  month,  the  Branch  will  be  releasing 
a  guide  to  198I  Census  products  and  services  available  from  the  Branch. 

The  Statistical  Services  Branch  does  not  provide  1981  Census  data  to 
individuals  or  organizations  outside  the  Ontario  Government.  Such  users  of 
census  information  should  be  directed  to  Statistics  Canada's  regional  office 
(25  St.  Clair  Avenue  East,  966-6586).  A  considerable  amount  of  census  data 
relevant  to  Ontario  is  made  publically  available  by  the  Statistical  Services 
Branch  through  its  annual  publication  Ontario  Statistics. 

Any  enquiries  about  1981  Census  products  should  be  addressed  to 
Ed  McCoy  at  965-3792.  Queries  about  this  report  and  Ontario  Statistics  should 
be  directed  to  Jan  DePoe  at  965-7078. 
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OVERVIEW 


Demographics  and  economics  are  very  closely  related.  The  most  dramatic 
demographic  changes  in  the  1970s  -  growth  in  households,  and  growth  in 
population  in  Western  Canada  -  were  due  in  large  part  to  economic 
events.  The  growth  in  households  was  only  made  possible  by  advances  in 
real  incomes,  combined  with  government  expenditures  and  tax  preferences 
for  housing.  The  growth  in  the  population  of  the  West  was  a  direct  result 
of  its  economic  boom. 


Ontario's  demographic  profile  in  1981  was  very  similar  to  that  of 
Canada.  In  addition,  the  pattern  of  change  in  Ontario  during  the  1970s 
closely  followed  the  national  average.  This  is  partly  -  but  only  partly  - 
due  to  the  fact  that  Ontario  accounts  for  over  a  third  of  Canada's 
population.  In  addition,  Ontario's  demographics  appear  to  represent  some 
sort  of  average  between  the  demographics  associated  with  the  fast  growing 
West  and  those  associated  with  the  more  slowly  changing  Eastern  Canada. 


In  most  respects,  the  1970s  saw  the  different  regions  of  Canada  become 
less,  rather  than  more,  alike  from  a  demographic  viewpoint.  In 
particular,  the  West  developed  a  demographic  profile  sharply  different 
from  the  rest  of  the  country. 


Economic  advances  in  the  West  increased  its  population  and  income  levels 
relative  to  the  rest  of  Canada,  and  also  contributed  to: 

almost  400,000  people  migrating  from  elsewhere  in  Canada 

increased  migration  within  Western  Canada  relative  to  the  rest  of  the 

country 

a  higher  ratio  of  males  to  females  because  migrants  are  predominantly 
male 

a  younger  median  age  and  a  very  substantial  increase  in  labour  force 

entrants,  because  migrants  are  predominantly  young 

a  higher  proportion  of  non-family  people,  because  migrants  are 

predominantly  single  and,  if  married,  have  fewer  children  than  the 

average  for  the  population  at  large 

larger  houses,  but  less  homeownership  than  elsewhere 

sharply  higher  rents  and  house  values  than  other  regions 

more  non-family  households  with  2  or  more  people,  and  more  2  family 

households 


Some  of  these  trends  have  been  reversed  in  the  two  years  since  the  census 
was  taken.  In  particular,  house  prices  in  the  West  have  fallen  and 
migration  to  the  West  has  declined  sharply. 


Canadian  society  became  more  fragmented  during  the  1970s: 

by  1981  relatively  fewer  Canadians  were  living  in  a  family  setting 
more  people  than  ever  before  were  living  by  themselves 
population  grew  only  13$,  but  households  grew  37$ 
average  number  of  people  per  family  and  per  household  fell 
significantly 
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multifamily  households  declined  25%  while  single  person  households 
more  than  doubled 

single  parent  families  and  families  with  no  children  at  home  increased 
almost  50^,  while  the  number  of  people  living  in  traditional  families 
(husband,  wife  and  children  at  home)  was  unchanged 

the  non-family  population  grew  at  three  times  the  growth  rate  of  the 
family  population 


Housing  conditions  improved  substantially.  Though  household  size  fell, 
the  average  number  of  rooms  per  household  increased. 


There  was  a  slight  increase  in  homeownership ,  reversing  the  trend  of  the 
previous  decade.  Family  households  increasingly  lived  in  single,  detached 
housing,  and  increasingly  owned  their  own  residences.  Conversely,  non¬ 
family  households  increasingly  rented  their  residences  and  did  not  occupy 
single,  detached  houses. 


Given  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  household,  this  growth  in  households, 
in  homeownership  and  in  quality  of  housing  could  not  have  taken  place 
without  substantial  growth  in  real  incomes.  In  Ontario  and  Quebec  incomes 
grew  less  than  the  national  average,  while  all  other  provinces  gained  in 
income,  relative  to  the  national  average 


On  a  per  capita  basis  real  incomes  grew  significantly.  They  grew  more  on 
a  per  household  and  per  family  basis,  due,  in  large  part,  to  increases  in 
participation  rates  among  women.  This  in  turn  reflects  the  smaller  family 
and  household  sizes  revealed  by  the  1981  Census.  Once  again,  demographics 
and  economics  intersect. 
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POPULATION 


Between  1971 
nearly  13?- 
total  Canada 


and  1981,  population  in  Canada  increased  by  2.8  million  or 
The  increase  in  Ontario  was  over  900,000,  one-third  of  the 
increase  (Table  1). 


Population  growth  rates  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  were  considerably  lower  in 
the  197I-I98I  period  than  in  the  previous  decade.  Elsewere  in  Canada, 
there  were  no  major  changes  in  growth  rates  (Figure  1). 


The  West  increased  its  share  of  Canada's  population  at  the  expense  of  all 
other  regions  (Table  2). 


Much  of  the  West's  high  growth  rate  was  due  to  inter-regional  migration. 
Part  was  also  due  to  a  higher  than  average  rate  of  natural  increase,  and  a 
higher  than  average  rate  of  net  foreign  immigration  (Table  3)» 


Ontario  had  the  highest  rate  of  net  foreign  immigration,  and  a  low  rate  of 
natural  increase. 


On  a  net  basis,  the  West  gained  nearly  400,000  people  in  inter-regional 
migration  during  the  1970s.  The  largest  net  loser  was  Quebec  (Table  4). 


However,  inter-regional  migration  patterns  have  changed  substantially 
since  June  198I.  In  particular,  migration  to  the  West  has  fallen 
dramatically  (Table  5). 


About  half  of  Canada’s  population  did  not  change  their  place  of  residence 
between  1976  and  1981,  while  a  quarter  changed  residences  only  within  the 
same  municipality  (Table  6). 


Western  Canada  had  a  higher  rate  of  mobility  within  the  West  and  from 
different  regions  than  the  other  parts  of  the  country  (Table  6). 

The  number  of  migrants  to  Ontario  and  Quebec  from  the  rest  of  the  country 
fell  from  1971  to  I98I  -  substantially  in  the  case  of  Quebec  (Table  7). 


The  bulk  of  Ontario's  inter-regional  migrants  came  from  Quebec.  For  all 
other  regions,  Ontario  was  the  main  source  of  inter-regional  migration 
(Table  8). 


Canada's  population  shifted  marginally  from  urban  to  rural  areas  during 
the  1970s,  but  this  trend  was  negligible  in  Ontario  and  was  reversed  in 
the  West.  Ontario  continued  as  the  most  urbanized  region  of  Canada 
(Table  9). 


Table  1 


Population  Growth  by  Region,  1971  -  1981 


1971 

Population 

1981 

Increase 

1971  “  1981 

Per  Cent 
of  Canada 
Increase 

( thousands) 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

7,703 

8,625 

12o0 

33.2 

Atlantic 

2,057 

2,234 

8.6 

6.4 

Quebec 

6,028 

6,438 

6.8 

14.8 

West 

5,780 

7,046 

21 .9 

45.6 

Canada 

21 ,568 

24,343 

12.9 

100.0 

Figure  1  Population  Growth  by  Region,  1961- 1971  and  1971-1981 
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Table  2 

Population  Share  by  Region, 

1961,  1971 

and  1981 

Change 

Share 

in  Share 

1961 

1971 

1981 

1961  -  1971  1971  -  1981 

(per  cent) 

(percentage  points) 

ONTARIO 

34.2 

35.7 

35.4 

+1.5  -0.3 

Atlantic 

10.4 

9.5 

9.2 

-0.9  -0.3 

Quebec 

28.8 

28.0 

26.5 

-0.8  -1.5 

West 

26.6 

26.8 

28.9 

+0.2  +2.1 

Canada 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Table  3  Rates  of  Natural  Increase  and  Net  Foreign  Migration 
by  Region,  1971  -  1981 


_ As  Per  Cent  of  1971  Population _ 

Natural  Increase  Net  Foreign 

1971  -  1981  Migration  1971  -  1981 


(per  cent) 


ONTARIO 

8.2 

5.6 

Atlantic 

10.3 

0.4 

Quebec 

8.2 

1.7 

West 

10.0 

4.3 

Canada 

8.9 

3.7 

Source:  SSB  estimates  from  Statistics  Canada,  non-census  data. 


Note : 


Tables  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8  refer  to  the  population  5  years  and  over. 
Population  under  5  accounts  for  less  than  1055  of  the  total  population. 


Table  4 

Net  Inter-Regional  Migration  by  Region, 

1971  -  1981 

1971  -  76 

Net  Migration 

1976  -  81 

1971  -  8l 

Net  Migration  1971  -  8l 
As  Per  Cent  of 

1971  Population 

( thousands) 

ONTARIO 

-  52.1 

-  78.1 

-130.2 

-1.8 

Atlantic 

+  10.0 

-  36.8 

-  26.8 

-1 .4 

Quebec 

-  59.4 

-141 .7 

-201.1 

-3.6 

West 

+  101 .5 

+256.6 

+358,1 

+6.8 

Table  5 

Net  Inter-Regional  Migration  by  Region,  July 
December  31 i  1982 

1,  1980  - 

12  months 

12  months 

6  months 

July  1,  1980  - 

July  1 ,  1981  - 

July  1 ,  1 982  - 

June  30,  1981 

June  30,  1982 

December  31,  1982 

( thousands) 

ONTARIO 

-34.4 

-  2.2 

+  8.4 

Atlantic 

-13.6 

-  9.5 

+  4.1 

Quebec 

-23.3 

-23.8 

-17.2 

West 

+71 .4 

+35.5 

+  4.8 

Source:  SSB  estimates  from  Statistics  Canada,  non-census  data. 
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Table  6  Mobility  Status  by  Region,  1981 


Movers 


Migrants  From 


Non- 

Movers 

Within 

Same  Munic¬ 
ipality 

Same 

Region 

Different  Outside 
Regions  Canada 

Population 

5  years  and  over 

(per 

cent) 

ONTARIO 

53.1 

25,1 

15.5 

3.2 

3.1 

100.0 

Atlantic 

62.8 

20.5 

11.5 

4.2 

1 .0 

100.0 

Quebec 

55.2 

25.3 

17.0 

1.1 

1 .4 

100.0 

West 

45.6 

25.5 

20.0 

5.7 

3.2 

100,0 

Canada 

52.4 

24.9 

16.8 

3.4 

2.5 

100.0 

Note:  Movers  are 

persons  who. 

on  Census 

Day,  were 

living  in 

a  different 

dwelling  than  the  one  occupied  five  years  earlier. 

Migrants  are  movers  who,  on  Census  Day,  were  living  in  a  different 
municipality  within  Canada  five  years  earlier,  or  who  were  living 
outside  Canada  five  years  earlier. 


Table  7 

Mobility  Status 

by  Region, 

Per  Cent  Change,  1971  ■" 

1981 

Non- 

Movers 

Movers 

Within 
Same  Munic 
ipality 

Same 

Region 

Migrants  From 

Different 

Regions 

Outside 

Canada 

Population 

5  years  and  over 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

17.8 

16.4 

17.3 

-  1.4 

-46,9 

12.4 

Atlantic 

10.4 

21 .3 

-0.1 

9.3 

“34.4 

10.3 

Quebec 

6.3 

10.2 

11.8 

-26.5 

-42.5 

6.3 

West 

13.8 

34.6 

18.0 

123.9 

-1 1 .7 

21 .7 

Canada 

12.5 

19.7 

14.7 

31 .7 

-36.5 

13.0 

Table  8 


Migrants  by  Region,  1976  -  1981 


From  Same 

From  Different 

Region 

Region 

ONTARIO 

Atlantic 

Quebec 

West 

Migrants  to: 

ONTARIO 

1,229.4 

(thousands) 

49.3 

123.7 

77.6 

Atlantic 

234.7 

48.0 

- 

18.7 

19.4 

Quebec 

999.1 

39.4 

11.0 

- 

11.0 

West 

1 ,286.6 

241 .3 

62.6 

60 . 6 

- 

Canada 

3,749.8 

328.6 

122.9 

203.0 

108.0 

Table  9  Rural  Population  by  Region,  Change  in  Share, 
1971  -  1976  and  1976  -  1981 


Rural  Share  of 

Total  Population 

1981 

Change  in 
Total 

1971  -  1976^ 

Rural  Share  of 

Population 

1976  -  1981^ 

(per  cent) 

(percentage  points) 

ONTARIO 

18.3 

+0.6 

+0.2 

Atlantic 

46.4 

+  1 . 6 

+  1 .8 

Quebec 

22.4 

+0.4 

+2.1 

West 

26.2 

-0.1 

-0.6 

Canada 

24.3 

+0.5 

+0.7 

^  Based  on 

1976 

rural  definition. 

Based  on 

1981 

rural  definition. 

C! 
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AGE  AND  SEX 


Declining  fertility  and  increased  life  expectancy  contributed  to  an  aging 
of  Canada's  population  during  the  1970s.  The  median  age  in  Canada  rose 
from  26.2  years  to  29.6  years  (Figure  2). 

Ontario  continued  to  rank  second  highest  among  provinces  in  median  age, 
after  British  Columbia. 

Alberta  had  the  smallest  increase  in  median  age,  due  in  part  to  high 
levels  of  immigrants,  which  tend  to  be  younger  than  the  overall 
population. 

Newfoundland  had  a  dramatic  increase  in  median  age,  but  still  has  the 
lowest  median  age  of  all  provinces. 

Declining  fertility  and  the  aging  of  the  post  war  baby  boom  resulted  in  a 
decline  in  population  under  15  throughout  Canada.  Conversely,  increased 
life  expectancy  resulted  in  a  significant  increase  in  population  over 
65.  Changes  in  Ontario  paralleled  the  national  averages  (Tables  10 
and  11). 

In  the  15-24  age  group,  the  labour  force  entry  group,  the  increase  in 
population  was  almost  twice  the  national  average  rate  in  the  West,  and 
about  half  the  national  average  rate  in  the  Atlantic  Region  and  Quebec. 
These  differences  reflect  in  part  interprovincial  migration  in  search  of 
job  opportunities.  Ontario's  rate  of  increase  for  this  age  group  was 
slightly  below  the  national  average. 

There  is  little  regional  difference  in  population  age  structure  in  Canada, 
though  the  Atlantic  region  has  relatively  more  children  and  fewer  working 
age  people  than  the  rest  of  Canada  (Table  10). 

Dependency  ratios  measure  the  number  of  children  and  senior  citizens 
relative  to  the  working  age  population.  Since  1971,  child  dependency 
ratios  have  declined  significantly,  while  elderly  dependency  ratios  have 
increased.  Total  dependency  ratios,  the  sum  of  child  and  elderly  ratios, 
decreased  over  20j  in  all  parts  of  Canada  between  1971  and  1981 
(Tables  12,  13  and  14) . 

In  1981,  Ontario's  dependency  ratios  were  very  similar  to  the  national 
average.  Those  for  the  Atlantic  region  were  significantly  higher  than 
elsewhere  in  Canada. 

The  ratio  of  males  to  females  in  all  regions  continued  to  decline  due  to 
increased  female  life  expectancy  relative  to  males  (Table  15).  However, 
the  ratio  of  men  to  women  increased  for  persons  under  25  (Tables  I6 
and  17). 

The  ratio  of  males  to  females  is  significantly  lower  in  the  65  plus 
population  than  in  any  other  age  group. 

Western  Canada  has  a  significantly  higher  ratio  of  men  to  women  than  the 
rest  of  Canada,  due,  in  part,  to  its  younger  population.  Another 
contributing  factor  is  migration,  since  migrants  are  more  predominantly 
male  than  the  population  at  large. 
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Figure 


2  Median  Age  by  Province,  1971  and  1981 


-  14 


Table  10 

Age  Distribution 

by  Region, 

1981 

0»14 

15“24 

25“64 

65+ 

Total 

Population 

ONTARIO 

21c9 

18.5 

(per  cent) 

49.5 

10.1 

100.0 

Atlantic 

25.5 

19.6 

45.0 

9.9 

100.0 

Quebec 

21c7 

19c6 

49.9 

8.8 

100.0 

West 

23  cl 

19.3 

47.6 

o 

« 

o 

100.0 

Canada 

22.5 

19.1 

48.7 

9.7 

100.0 

Table  11 

Age  Distribution 

by  Region,  Per  Cent  Change,  1971  “ 

1981 

0-14 

15-24 

25-64 

65+ 

Total 

Population 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

-14.6 

15.2 

23.4 

34,7 

12.0 

Atlantic 

-15.4 

9.6 

23.7 

29.2 

8,6 

Quebec 

-21 .8 

7.9 

20.7 

37,9 

6.8 

West 

-  4.9 

29.9 

34.0 

36.1 

21 .9 

Canada 

-14.1 

16.4 

25.5 

35.3 

12.9 

15 


Table  12  Child  Dependency  Ratios,  1971  and  1981 


Change 

1971  1981  1971  -  1981 


(per  cent) 


ONTARIO 

45.5 

32.1 

-29.5 

Atlantic 

55.6 

39.5 

-29.0 

Quebec 

46.6 

31 .2 

-33.0 

West 

48.2 

34.5 

-28.4 

Canada 

47.5 

33.2 

-30.1 

Note : 

Child 

aged 

Dependency  Ratio  is  number 
15  -  64. 

of 

children  aged  0 

-  14 

per  100  people 

Table 

13 

Old  Age  Dependency  Ratios, 

1971 

and  1981 

1971 

Change 

1981 

1971 

-  1981 

(per  cent) 


ONTARIO 

13.3 

14.8 

+  11.3 

Atlantic 

14.2 

15.4 

+  8.5 

Quebec 

10.8 

12.7 

+17.6 

West 

14.5 

14.9 

+  2.8 

Canada 

13.0 

14.3 

+  10.0 

Note:  Old  Age  Dependency  Ratio  is  number  of  persons  aged  65  and  over 
per  100  people  aged  15  -  64. 


Table  14  Total  Dependency  Ratios,  1971  and  1981 


Change 


1971 

1981 

1971  - 

1981 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

58.8 

46.9 

-20. 

2 

Atlantic 

69.8 

54.9 

-21 . 

3 

Quebec 

57.4 

43.9 

-23. 

5 

West 

62.7 

49.4 

-21  . 

2 

Canada 

60.4 

47.5 

-21 . 

4 

Note:  Total 
aged 

Dependency 
65  and  over 

Ratio  is 
per  100 

number 

people 

of  persons  aged  0  - 
aged  15  -  64. 

14  plus 

persons 
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Table  15 

Nijmber  of  Males  per  100  Females 

by  Region,  1971 

and  1981 

Change 

1971 

1981 

1971  -  1981 

(males) 

ONTARIO 

99.4 

97.0 

«2.4 

Atlantic 

101  c9 

99.1 

-2.8 

Quebec 

98.7 

97.1 

-1.6 

West 

102.2 

100.8 

-1 .4 

Canada 

100.2 

98.3 

-1.9 

Table  16 

Number  of  Ifeles  per 

100  Females 

by  Age  Group 

and  Region 

,  1981 

0-14 

15-24 

25-64 

65+ 

Total 

Population 

ONTARIO 

105.3 

101.7 

97.7 

71.5 

97.0 

Atlantic 

105.2 

102.0 

99.3 

79.7 

99.1 

Quebec 

105.4 

102.2 

97.1 

70.7 

97.1 

West 

105.2 

103.4 

102.2 

81,3 

100.8 

Canada 

105.3 

102.3 

99.0 

74.9 

98.3 

Table  17 

Number  of  Males  per 
Change,  1971  -  1981 

100  Females 

by  Age  Group 

and  Region 

■» 

Total 

0-14 

15-24 

25-64 

65+ 

Population 

ONTARIO 

+0.3 

+0.7 

-3.1 

-  2.9 

-2.4 

Atlantic 

+0.2 

-0.8 

-3.6 

-  4.9 

-2.8 

Quebec 

+0.9 

+  1,6 

-0.7 

-  7.0 

“1.6 

West 

+0.9 

+0.8 

-0.5 

-11.3 

-1 .4 

Canada 

+0.6 

+0.9 

-1.6 

-6.3 

-1.9 
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OFFICIAL  LANGUAGE  SPOKEN 


The  proportion  of  Canadians  declaring  themselves  to  be  bilingual  increased 
nearly  2%  to  over  15?.  The  share  of  the  population  speaking  neither 
English  nor  French  declined  in  all  parts  of  the  country  (Tables  18 
and  19). 


About  half  the  bilingual  people  in  Ontario  have  English  as  their  mother 
tongue  (Table  20). 

The  rate  of  growth  of  bilingualism  in  the  1970s  was  higher  among 
anglophones  than  francophones.  Growth  rates  for  bilingualism  were  lower 
in  Quebec  than  elsewhere  in  the  country  (Table  21).  These  differences  in 
growth  rates  must  be  seen  in  the  context  that  francophones  and  people  in 
Quebec  were  more  bilingual  than  the  rest  of  the  country  in  1971. 


The  number  of  bilingual  francophones  fell  in  Ontario  and  in  the  West 
(Table  21 ) . 
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Table  18 

Official  Language 

Spoken  by  Region,  1981 

Total 

English 

French 

Both 

Neither 

Population 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

86.8 

0.7 

10.8 

1 .7 

100.0 

Atlantic 

83.6 

4.2 

12.1 

0.1 

100.0 

Quebec 

6.7 

60.1 

32.4 

0.8 

100.0 

West 

92.5 

0.1 

6.1 

1.3 

100.0 

Canada 

66.9 

16.6 

15.3 

1 .2 

100.0 

Table  19 

Official  Language  Spoken  by  Region, 

Change  in  Share, 

1971  -  1981 

English 

French 

Both 

Neither 

ONTARIO 

-0.5 

(percentage  points) 

-0.5  +1.5 

-0.5 

Atlantic 

-1.0 

-1 .0 

+2.0 

0.0 

Quebec 

-3.7 

-0.8 

+4.8 

-0.3 

West 

-0.4 

-0.1 

+0.7 

-0.2 

Canada 

-0.2 

-1.4 

+  1.9 

-0.3 
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Table  20 

Mother  Tongue  of  People  Who 
by  Region,  1981 

Can  Speak  Both  Official 

Languages 

English 

French 

Other 

Total 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

47.2 

42.5 

10.3 

100.0 

Atlantic 

31 .2 

67.5 

1.3 

100.0 

Quebec 

18.0 

72.8 

9.2 

100.0 

West 

52.6 

37.4 

10.0 

100.0 

Canada 

30.3 

60.7 

9.0 

100.0 

Table  21 

Mother  Tongue  of  People  Who 
by  Region,  Per  Cent  Change, 

Can  Speak  Both  Official  Languages 
1971  “  1981 

English 

French 

Other 

Total 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

68.2 

-0.3 

52.0 

29.1 

Atlantic 

80.3 

13.4 

61.1 

28.9 

Quebec 

28.1 

20.3 

53.9 

24.1 

West 

93.5 

-5.3 

44.3 

35.9 

Canada 

56.7 

13.4 

52.1 

27.0 
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PLACE  OF  BIRTH  AND  CITIZENSHIP 


Canadian  born  people  accounted  for  a  marginally  smaller  share  of  total 
population  in  1981  than  in  1971  (Table  22). 


About  16?  of  all  Canadians  are  immigrants.  Ontario  continues  to  have  the 
highest  proportion  of  immigrants  -  almost  a  quarter  of  the  population 
(Table  22). 


The  number  of  Canadian  citizens  as  a  proportion  of  total  population  grew 
slightly  to  95%.  Ontario  continues  to  have  the  lowest  proportion  of 
citizens  (92%)  despite  a  better  than  average  increase  during  the  1970’s 
(Table  23).  This  may  reflect  the  higher  proportion  of  foreign  born 
residents  in  Ontario. 


/ 
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Table  22 

Canadian  Born,  Share  by 

Region,  1971  and  1981 

Change 
in  Share 

1971 

1981 

1971  -  1981 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

77.8 

76.3 

-1 .5 

Atlantic 

96.4 

96.2 

-0.2 

Quebec 

92.2 

91 .7 

-0.5 

West 

81.9 

82.3 

+0.4 

Canada 

84.7 

83.9 

-0.8 

Table  23  Canadian  Citizenship  by  Region,  1971  and  1981 


Change 
in  Share 


1971 

1981 

1971  - 

(per 

cent) 

ONTARIO 

90.1 

92.4 

+2,3 

Atlantic 

98.6 

98.6 

0.0 

Quebec 

96.5 

97.7 

+  1 .2 

West 

94.1 

94.7 

+0.6 

Canada 

93.8 

95.0 

+  1 .2 
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RELIGION 


Catholics  continued  to  account  for  almost  half  of  Canada's  population. 
The  share  accounted  for  by  Protestants  fell  about  (Tables  24  and  25). 


The  proportion  of  population  without  religious  affiliation  rose  from  about 
4^  to  over  1%,  There  were  nearly  1.8  million  people  without  religious 
affiliation  in  1981,  compared  to  just  over  0.9  million  in  1971.  The  trend 
away  from  religion  covered  all  regions,  but  was  most  pronounced  in  the 
West. 
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Table  24 

Religion  by  Region, 

1981 

Catholic 

Protestant 

Jewish 

Eastern 

Orthodox 

Other 

No 

Religion 

Total 

Popu¬ 

lation 

(per 

cent) 

ONTARIO 

35.6 

51 .8 

1.7 

2.0 

1.6 

7.3 

100.0 

Atlantic 

42.6 

54,2 

0.1 

0.1 

0.2 

2.8 

100.0 

Quebec 

88.2 

6,4 

1.6 

1.1 

0.6 

2,1 

100.0 

West 

25.9 

55.9 

0.6 

1.7 

1.9 

14.0 

100.0 

Canada 

47.3 

41 .3 

1 .2 

1.5 

1.3 

7.4 

100.0 

Table  25 

Religion  by  Region,  Change 

in  Share 

,  1971  -  1981 

Eastern 

No 

Catholic 

Protestant 

Jewish 

Orthodox 

Other 

Religion 

(percentage 

points) 

ONTARIO 

+  1.5 

-4.9 

+0.1 

+0.3 

+0.2 

+2.8 

Atlantic 

+0.7 

-1 .2 

0.0 

0.0 

-0.6 

+  1.1 

Quebec 

+  1.1 

-2.1 

-0.2 

+0.1 

+0.3 

+0.8 

West 

+0.6 

-5.9 

0.0 

-0.4 

-0.1 

+5.8 

Canada 

0.0 

-3.2 

-0.1 

0.0 

+0.1 

+3.1 
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EDUCATION 


Meaningful  comparisons  of  educational  achievements  between  provinces  are 
difficult  because  of  institutional  differences.  Comparisons  over  time  are 
impossible  because  of  changes  in  census  questionnaires. 


About  8%  of  Canadians  over  15  have  some  form  of  university  degree.  About 
half  the  population  has  no  degree,  certificate  or  diploma  (Table  26). 
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Table  26  Highest  Degree,  Certificate  or  Diploma,  by  Region,  1981 


No  Degree  Population 


Certificate 

Certificate  or  Diploma 

Bachelor 

Post 

Graduate”' 

15  Years 

or  Diploma 

Secondary 

Trades 

Other 

Degree 

and  Over 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

50.5 

19.6 

9.9 

1 1 .0 

5.8 

3.2 

100.0 

Atlantic 

59.3 

13.9 

12.3 

8.3 

4.2 

2.0 

100.0 

Quebec 

48.2 

23.3 

10.2 

11.2 

4.4 

2.7 

100.0 

West 

52.2 

17.3 

1 1 .4 

10.9 

5.6 

2.6 

100.0 

Canada 

51.2 

19.4 

10.6 

10.8 

5.2 

2.8 

100.0 

1 


Includes  degrees  in  medicine,  dentistry,  veterinary  medicine  and  optometry 
plus  master  degree  and  earned  doctorate. 
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FAMILIES 


The  number  of  families  in  Canada  grew  almost  25?  between  1971  and  1981. 
The  baby  boom  generation  married  and  started  their  own  families  in  large 
numbers  during  this  period,  so  family  formation  outstripped  population 
growth  by  a  substantial  margin  in  all  parts  of  the  country  (Table  27). 


The  average  number  of  people  per  family  fell  significantly  in  all  regions, 
reflecting  decreased  fertility  and  increasing  numbers  of  single  parent 
families  (Table  28). 


Because  of  the  fall  in  average  family  size,  the  number  of  people  in 
families  fell  as  a  proportion  of  total  population.  Hence,  a  paradox: 
more  families  than  ever  before,  but  the  family  accounts  for  a  diminishing 
proportion  of  the  population  (Table  29). 


Family  population  still  accounts  for  over  85$  of  population  in  all 
regions,  except  the  West. 


The  number  of  single  parent  families  increased  50$  between  1971  and  1981 
while  the  population  in  such  families  increased  almost  33$.  These 
families  accounted  for  over  10$  of  all  families  in  all  regions  in  1981  and 
comprise  about  8$  of  the  population  (Table  30  -  33). 


Families  without  children  at  home  increased  nearly  50$  and  now  account  for 
nearly  a  third  of  all  families  in  Canada.  They  comprise  about  17$  of  the 
population. 


The  number  of  traditional  families  -  i.e.  married  couples  with  children  at 
home  -  grew  more  slowly  than  numbers  of  other  types  of  families  but  faster 
than  population,  in  all  regions.  However,  because  of  the  decline  in 
family  size,  the  number  of  people  in  traditional  families  was  unchanged  in 
Canada,  and  fell  in  Quebec.  These  families  still  account  for  more  than 
half  of  all  families  in  Canada,  and  over  60$  of  the  population. 


Though  non-family  population  is  presently  around  13$  of  total  population, 
it  is  growing  at  about  three  times  the  rate  of  total  population  in  all 
parts  of  Canada  (Table  3^). 
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Note:  In  all  following  tables,  population  and  number  of  families  are  for 

those  residing  in  private  households.  Population  differs  from  total 
population  in  preceding  tables  because  it  excludes  people  in 
collective  dwellings  and  people  temporarily  outside  Canada. 


Table  27  Increase  in  Number  of  Families  Compared  to  Population  Increase 
by  Region,  1971  -  1981 


Census  Increase 

Families  _ 1971  -  1981 _ 

1981  Population  Families 


( thousands) 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

2,279 

12.0 

21.4 

Atlantic 

558 

9.0 

23.6 

Quebec 

1,672 

7.2 

23.5 

West 

1  ,816 

22.4 

32.5 

Canada 

6,325 

13.1 

25.2 

Note:  Families  are  married  couples  with  or  without  children,  and  single 

parents  with  non-married  children  at  home. 


Table  28 

Average  Number  of  Persons 

per  Family  by  Region, 

1971  and  1981 

1971 

1981 

Change 

1971  -  1981 

ONTARIO 

3.6 

3.2 

(persons) 

-0.4 

Atlantic 

4.0 

3.5 

-0.5 

Quebec 

3.9 

3.3 

-0.6 

West 

3.6 

3.2 

-0.4 

Canada 

3.7 

3.3 

-0.4 
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Table  29  Family  Population  by  Region,  1971  “  1981 


Change 

Share  of  Total  Population  in  Share 

1971  1981  1971  -  1981 


(per  cent) 


ONTARIO 

89.1 

86.9 

-2.2 

Atlantic 

90.6 

88.9 

-1.7 

Quebec 

89.8 

37 ‘2 

-2.6 

West 

88.7 

84.8 

-3.9 

Canada 

89.3 

86.6 

-2.7 

Note:  Family  population  includes  married  couples  and  their  non-married 

children  living  with  them,  and  single  parents  and  their  non-married 
children  living  with  them.  It  excludes  other  members  of  the  same 
households,  even  if  related  to  the  family  (eg.  grandparents). 
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Table  30 

Family  Str*ucture  by  Region, 

1981 

Husband-Wif  e 

Husband-Wife 

Single 

Families  Without 

Families  With 

Parent 

Total 

Children  at  Home 

Children  at  Home 

Families 

Families 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

32.5 

56.5 

1 1 .0 

100.0 

Atlantic 

26.9 

61 .5 

11.6 

100.0 

Quebec 

29.2 

58.3 

12.5 

100.0 

West 

34.9 

54.6 

10.5 

100.0 

Canada 

31 .8 

56.9 

11.3 

100.0 

Table  31 

Family  Structure  by  Region, 

Per  Cent  Change, 

1971  -  1981 

Husband-Wife 
Families  Without 

Husband-Wife 
Families  With 

Single 

Parent 

Total 

Children  at  Home 

Children  at  Home 

Families 

Families 

ONTARIO 

38.7 

(per  cent) 

9.6 

49.2 

21  .4 

Atlantic 

39.5 

14.9 

43.9 

23.6 

Quebec 

56.1 

8.0 

50.6 

23.5 

West 

57.9 

17.6 

50.8 

32.5 

Canada 

48.5 

11.7 

49.5 

25.2 
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Table  32 

Population  by  Family  Structure 

by 

Region, 

1981 

Husband/Wife 

Husband/Wife 

Single 

Non- 

Families  Without 

Families  With 

Parent 

Family 

Total 

Children  at  Home 

Children  at  home 

Families 

Persons 

Population 

(per 

cent) 

ONTARIO 

17.5 

61 .5 

7.9, 

13.1 

100.0 

Atlantic 

13.8 

66.7 

8.4 

11.1 

100.0 

Quebec 

15c5 

62.7 

9.0 

12.8 

100.0 

West 

18.5 

58.8 

7.5 

15.2 

100.0 

Canada 

16.9 

61 .5 

8.2 

13.4 

100.0 

Table  33 

Population  by  Family  Structure 
Per  Cent  Change,  1971  -  1981 

by  Region, 

Husband/Wife 

Husband/Wife 

Single 

Non- 

Families  Without 

Families  With 

Parent 

Family 

Total 

Children  at  Home 

Children  at  Home  Families 

Persons 

Population 

(per 

cent) 

ONTARIO 

38.7 

0.7 

36.0 

33.9 

12.0 

Atlantic 

39.5 

0.1 

26.7 

28.8 

9.0 

Quebec 

56.1 

-6.3 

29.9 

35.0 

7.2 

West 

57.9 

6,6 

34.2 

65.0 

22.4 

Canada 

48.5 

0.1 

32.8 

42.5 

13.1 
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Table  34 

Increase  in  Non-Family  Population  Compared 
Total  Population  Increase  by  Region,  1971  - 

to 

1981 

Non-Family 

Population 

Population 

Increase 

1981 

1971  - 

1981 

Number  Share  of 

Total  Population 

Non-Family 

Total 

( thousands) 

(per  cent) 

(per 

cent) 

ONTARIO 

1 ,104 

13.1 

33.9 

12.0 

Atlantic 

244 

11.1 

28.8 

9.0 

Quebec 

805 

12.8 

35.0 

7.2 

West 

1,042 

15.2 

65.0 

22.4 

Canada 

3,195 

13.4 

42.5 

13.1 

m 

m 


m 
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HOUSEHOLDS  AND  HOUSING 


The  rate  of  household  formation  in  all  parts  of  Canada  outpaced  growth  in 
population  and  in  family  formation  during  the  1970s  (Table  35). 


The  average  size  of  household  fell  substantially  over  the  period,  much 
faster  than  the  fall  in  average  family  size  (Table  36). 


This  was  due  to  a  doubling  of  numbers  of  one  person  households,  combined 
with  a  decrease  in  numbers  of  multi-family  houeshqlds  (Table  38). 


The  West  had  a  substantially  larger  increase  in  2  or  more  persons  non¬ 
family  households  than  the  rest  of  Canada.  In  addition,  it  had  an 
increase  in  multi-family  households  in  contrast  to  decreases  elsewhere  in 
Canada.  These  differences  probably  reflect  housing  shortages  in  the  West 
at  census  time. 


Three  quarters  of  all  households  are  family  households.  However,  the 
proportion  of  households  with  families  is  declining  and  at  a  faster  rate 
than  the  decline  in  family  share  of  total  population.  Conversely,  non¬ 
family  households  are  increasing  faster  than  non-family  population.  These 
trends  are  all  related  to  the  growth  in  single  person  households  (Tables 
39  and  40) . 


The  proportion  of  dwellings  accounted  for  by  single  detached  houses  fell 
2lo  during  the  1970s,  but  these  houses  still  accounted  for  over  55?  of  all 
dwellings  (Tables  4l  and  42). 


Differences  between  regions  in  the  share  of  total  dwellings  accounted  for 
by  single  family  houses  became  less  over  the  1970s,  but  were  still 
substantial  in  1981. 


Mobile  homes  became  increasingly  important  as  a  type  of  dwelling  in  all 
regions,  particularly  Atlantic  Canada. 


The  move  away  from  single  detached  housing  is  consistent  with  decreasing 
household  size  and  the  growth  in  single  person  households. 

Between  1971  and  1981  the  proportion  of  owner  occupied  dwellings  in  Canada 
increased  slightly,  reversing  a  downward  trend  in  the  previous  decade 
(Table  43).  This  increase  in  homeownership  is  surprising  given  the 
falling  proportion  of  households  that  have  families,  and  the  increase  in 
single  person  households. 


The  increase  in  homeownership  was  strongest  in  percentage  terms  in  non¬ 
family  households  (Table  45).  However,  given  the  rapid  growth  in  non¬ 
family  households,  the  proportion  of  such  households  owning  their  own 
residences  fell  (Table  46). 
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Family  households  reported  a  significant  increase  in  homeownership.  On 
a  Canada-wide  basis,  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
family  households  living  in  single  detached  houses,  though  in  the  West  and 
Ontario  there  were  slight  decreases.  Family  households  reported  increased 
homeownership  of  single  family  dwellings  and  other  residences.  90^  of 
families  in  single  family  houses  own  their  residences;  only  about  a  third 
of  families  in  other  dwellings  own  their  residences  (Tables  4?  and  48), 


Conversely,  non-family  households  tended  less  often  to  have  single 
detached  houses  in  all  regions  except  Quebec.  Moreover,  those  in  single 
family  dwellings  tended  less  often  to  own  them  (Tables  47  and  49). 


Thus  a  greater  proportion  of  family  households  are”  attaining  the 
traditional  goal  of  owning  a  single  detached  residence.  While  non-family 
households  are  moving  the  opposite  way  -  away  from  single,  detached 
residences  and  away  from  homeownership. 


The  only  region  where  homeownership  did  not  increase  relative  to  total 
households  was  the  West,  This  region  had  the  greatest  increase  in  non¬ 
family  households  and  the  greatest  concentration  of  non-family  households 
of  2  or  more  people.  It  is  also  the  region  where  urbanization  continues 
despite  a  trend  in  the  opposite  direction  elsewhere  in  Canada.  These 
differences  between  the  West  and  the  rest  of  Canada  stem  in  part  from  the 
high  population  growth  there  and  the  role  of  interprovincial  migration  in 
feeding  that  population  growth. 


Housing  conditions  in  Canada  improved  substantially  between  1971  and 
1981.  While  the  number  of  people  per  household  fell,  the  average  number 
of  rooms  per  dwelling  increased  significantly,  particularly  in  the  West 
(Table  50).  The  number  of  dwellings  in  need  of  major  repair  was  less  than 
10^  in  all  regions  (Table  51).  The  Atlantic  region  had  the  highest 
proportion  of  houses  needing  repairs,  but  also  the  highest  average  number 
of  rooms. 


The  principal  heating  fuel  used  for  housing  varies  dramatically  between 
regions,  reflecting  differing  availability  and  prices  (Table  52).  Over 
the  period  1971  to  1981  the  main  change  was  from  oil  to  electricity 
(Table  53).  20^  of  Ontario  dwellings  moved  away  from  oil,  about  10^  each 

to  gas  and  electricity.  Relatively  few  Atlantic  region  dwellings  moved 
off  oil  but  they  went  almost  exclusively  to  electricity.  A  third  of 
Quebec  dwellings  moved  from  oil  to  electricity.  In  the  West,  use  of 
electricity  for  heating  grew  twice  as  fast  as  use  of  gas. 


There  are  major  differences  across  Canada  in  average  rents,  the  average 
cost  of  maintaining  an  owner  occupied  dwelling,  and  house  values. 

However,  these  three  indicators  show  a  pattern  across  Canada  very  similar 
to  one  another,  and  similar  also  to  average  household  income  (Figure  3). 


In  1981,  average  rents,  average  major  payments  by  homeowners,  average 
house  values  and  average  incomes  in  Cntario  were  all  slightly  above  the 
national  averages. 
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East  of  Ontario,  each  of  these  indicators  moved  below  the  national 
average,  but  at  differing  rates.  In  Quebec,  homeowners'  major  payments 
were  near  the  national  average,  but  house  prices  were  30^  below  the 
national  average.  In  the  Atlantic  region,  incomes  were  about  10^5  below 
the  national  average,  but  house  prices  were  over  40^  below  the  national 
average. 


West  of  Ontario,  the  indicators  move  closely  together  except  for  house 
values  in  British  Columbia,-  which  reflect  an  abnormal  real  estate  market 
in  that  province  at  the  time  of  the  census. 


i 
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Table  35 

Number  of  Households  and 
and  Population  by  Region, 

Growth  in  Households 
1971  -  1981 

Compared 

to  Families 

Number  of 

Households 

Growth 

1971  - 

1981 

1981 

Population  Families 

Households 

ONTARIO 

2,970 

12.0  _ 

21  .4 

33.5 

Atlantic 

674 

9.0 

23.6 

34.3 

Quebec 

2,173 

7.2 

23.5 

35.5 

West 

2,465 

22.4 

32.5 

45.0 

Canada 

8,282 

13.1 

25.2 

37.3 

Table  36  Average  Size  of  Households  and  Families  by  Region,  1971  and  1981 


Average  Number  of 

Persons  per  Change 

Household  _ 1971  -  1981 _ 

1971  1981  Households  Families 


(persons) 


ONTARIO 

3.4 

2.8 

-0.6 

-0.4 

Atlantic 

4.0 

3.2 

-0.8 

-0.5 

Quebec 

3.7 

2.9 

-0.8 

-0.6 

West 

3.3 

2.8 

-0.5 

-0.4 

Canada 

3.5 

2.9 

-0.6 

-0.4 
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Table  37  Type  of  Households  by  Region,  1981 


Family  Households 

One  Multi”  Sub- 

Family  Family  Total 


Non-Family  Households 
One  2  or  more  Sub-  Total 

Person  Persons  Total  Households 


(per  cent) 


ONTARIO 

74.1 

1.3 

75.4 

20.6 

4.0 

24.6 

100.0 

Atlantic 

79.1 

1 .8 

80,9 

'15.1 

4  70 

19.1 

100.0 

Quebec 

75.4 

0.8 

76,2 

19.5 

4.3 

23.8 

100.0 

West 

71 .7 

1 .0 

72.7 

22.0 

5.3 

27,3 

100.0 

Canada 

74.1 

1,1 

75.2 

20.3 

4,5 

24.8 

100.0 

Table  38  Type  of  Households  by  Region,  Per  Cent  Change,  1971  -  1981 


Family  Households  Non-Family  Households 


One 

Family 

Multi- 

Family 

Total 

One 

Person 

2  or  more 
Persons 

Sub- 

Total 

Total 

Households 

(per 

cent) 

ONTARIO 

24.3 

-25,9 

22.9 

108.1 

9.0 

81.3 

33.5 

Atlantic 

29.3 

-33.5 

26.6 

105.8 

24.5 

80.9 

34.3 

Quebec 

26.2 

-37.8 

24.9 

120.6 

8.5 

86.0 

35.5 

West 

33.4 

10.8 

33.0 

108.1 

41.2 

90,7 

45.0 

Canada 

27.7 

-23.0 

26.5 

107.7 

24.7 

85.5 

37.3 
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Table  39  Change  in  Share  of  Family  Households  and  Family  Household 
Population  by  Region,  1971  -  1981 


Family 

Households 

Family  Population 

Share  of 

Change 

Change 

Households 

in  Share 

Share  of 

in  Share 

1981 

1971  -  1981 

1981  Population 

1971  -  1981 

(per  cent) 

' 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

75.4 

-6.5 

86.9 

-2.2 

Atlantic 

80.9 

-4,9 

88.9 

-1.7 

Quebec 

76.2 

-6.4 

87.2 

-2.6 

West 

72.7 

-6.5 

84.8 

-3.9 

Canada 

75.2 

-6 . 5 

86.6 

-2,7 

Table  40  Growth  in  Non-Family  Households  and  Non-Family  Household 
Population  by  Region,  1971  -  1981 


Non-Family 

Households 

Non-Family  Population 

Share  of 

Households 

Growth 

Share  of 

Growth 

1981 

1971  -  1981 

1981  Population 

1971  -  1981 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

24.6 

81 .3 

13.1 

33.9 

Atlantic 

19.1 

80.9 

11.1 

28.8 

Quebec 

23.9 

86.0 

12.8 

35.0 

West 

27.3 

90.7 

15.2 

65.0 

Canada 

24.8 

85.5 

13.4 

42.5 

-  48 


Table  4l 

Structural  Type 

of  Dwellings  by  Region,  1981 

Single 

Total 

Detached 

Mobile 

Other 

Dwellings 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

57.0 

0.8 

42.2 

100.0 

Atlantic 

71 .6 

5.1 

23.3 

100.0 

Quebec 

43.9 

1.7 

54.4 

100.0 

West 

65.2 

4.8 

30.0 

100.0 

Canada 

57.2 

2.6 

40.2 

100.0 

Table  42  Structural  Type  of  Dwellings  by  Region, 
Change  in  Share,  1971  -  1981 


Single 

Detached 

Mobile 

Other 

(percentage  points) 

ONTARIO 

-4.4 

+0.4 

+4.0 

Atlantic 

-1.0 

+3.1 

-2.1 

Quebec 

+3.9 

+  1.3 

-5.2 

West 

-6.5 

+2.5 

+4.0 

Canada 

-2.3 

+1 .6 

+0.7 

Table  43 

Tenure  of  Occupied  Private  Dwellings 
1961,  1971  and  1981 

by  Region, 

Owned 

1961 

1971 

1981 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

70.5 

62.9 

63.3 

Atlantic 

76.5 

72.7 

74.3 

Quebec 

49.0 

47.4 

53.3 

West 

72.4 

65.2 

65.1 

Canada 

66.0 

60.3 

62.1 
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Table  44 

Occupied  Private  Dwellings, 
by  Region,  1981 

Shcire  Owned  by  Type 

of  Household, 

Households 

Family 

Non-Family 

Total 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

72.9 

33.6 

63.3 

Atlantic 

80.0 

50.5 

74.3 

Quebec 

63.1 

21 .8 

53.3 

West 

75.4 

37.6 

65.1 

Canada 

71.7 

33.0 

62.1 

Table  45 

Occupied  Private  Dwellings, 
by  Region,  Per  Cent  Change, 

Number 
1971  - 

Owned  by  Type 
1981 

of  Household, 

Households 

Family 

Non-Family 

Total 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

31 .8 

52.6 

34.2 

Atlantic 

35.6 

46.2 

36.9 

Quebec 

49.3 

82.4 

52.0 

West 

40.8 

70.1 

44.7 

Canada 

38.6 

62.6 

41 .4 
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Table  46 

Occupied  Private  Dwellings, 
Household,  by  Region,  1971 

Change  in  Share  Owned  by  Type  of 
-  1981 

Households 

Family 

Non-Family 

Total 

(percentage  points) 

ONTARIO 

+  4.9 

. 3 

+0.4 

Atlantic 

+  5.5 

-11.8 

+1 ,6 

Quebec 

+  10.3 

-  0.4 

+5.9 

West 

+  4.1 

-  4.5 

-0.1 

Canada 

+  6,3 

-  4.6 

+1 .8 

Table  47  Occupied  Private  Dwellings,  Share  Which  are  Single  Detached,  for 
Family  and  Non-Family  Households  by  Region,  1971  “  1981 


Family 

Households 

Non-Family 

Households 

Share 

Single  Detached 

Change 

1971 

in  Share 
-  1981 

Share 

Single  Detached 

Change  in  Share 
1971  -  1981 

(per  cent) 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

65.2 

0.8 

31  .4 

-  7.2 

Atlantic 

76.8 

+■ 

2.1 

49.8 

-10.4 

Quebec 

51.6 

+ 

7.2 

19.4 

+  0.3 

West 

74.8 

- 

3.1 

39.7 

-  8.3 

Canada 

65.4 

+ 

1.1 

32.2 

-  5.9 
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Table  48 

Dwellings  Occupied  by  Family  Households,  ShcU’e 
Structural  Type  and  Region,  1971  -  1981 

Owned  by 

Single  Detached 

Other 

Total 

Dwellings 

Share  Change 

Owned  in  Share 

1981  1971  -  1981 

Share 

Owned 

1981 

Change 
in  Share 

1971  -  1981 

Share 

Owned 

1981 

Change 
in  Share 
1971  -  1981 

ONTARIO 

91.7 

+3.2 

37.7 

+10,3 

72.9 

+  4.9 

Atlantic 

91.9 

+2.9 

40.5 

+  8.8 

80.0 

+  5.5 

Quebec 

92.5 

+4.3 

31.7 

+  7.2 

63.1 

+  10.3 

West 

88.7 

+4.2 

35,9 

+  1 1 .4 

75.4 

+  4.1 

Canada 

90.9 

+3.7 

35.3 

+  9.3 

71.7 

+  6.3 

Table  49 

Dwellings  Occupied  by  Non-Family 
Structural  Type  and  Region,  1971 

Households , 

-  1981 

Share  Owned  by 

Single  Detached 

Other 

Total 

Dwellings 

Share  Change 

Owned  in  Share 

1981  1971  -  1981 

Share 

Owned 

1981 

Change 
in  Share 

1971  -  1981 

Share 

Owned 

1981 

Change 
in  Share 
1971  -  1981 

ONTARIO 

81 .7 

-3.3 

1 1 .6 

0.0 

33.6 

-  6.3 

Atlantic 

84.3 

-4.2 

17.0 

-5.6 

50.5 

-1 1 .8 

Quebec 

72.8 

-3.0 

9.6 

+0.1 

21 .8 

-  0.4 

West 

74.0 

-4.6 

13.7 

+5.1 

37.6 

-  4.5 

Canada 

77.5 

-4.1 

11.9 

+  1.3 

33.0 

-  4.6 

Table  50  Average  Number  of  Rooms  per  Occupied  Private  Dwelling  by  Region, 
1971  and  1981 


Average  Number  of 

of  Rooms 

Change 

1971 

1981 

1971  “  1981 

(rooms) 

ONTARIO 

5c6 

5.9 

+0 « 3 

Atlantic 

5c7 

6.0 

+0.3 

Quebec 

5.2 

5.3 

+0.1 

West 

5o2 

5.7 

+0.5 

Canada 

5c4 

5.7 

+0.3 

Note:  Rooms  suitable 

for  year-round 

living,  excluding  bathrooms, 

halls, 

vestibules  and 

rooms  used  solely  for  business  purposes. 

Table  51 

Occupied  Private  Dwellings  in  Need 

of  Major  Repairs  by  Region,  1981 

Occupied 

Proportion  in  Need 

Dwellings 

of  Major  Repairs 

( thousands) 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

2,970 

5.7 

Atlantic 

674 

9.4 

Quebec 

2,173 

7.6 

West 

2,465 

6.2 

Canada 

8,282 

6.7 

Note:  Need  judged  by  census  of  respondents. 
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Table  52 

Occupied  Private  Dwellings 
by  Region,  1981 

by  Principal  Heating  Fuel 

Oil  or 
Kerosene 

Piped  or 

Bottled  Gas  Electricity 

Other 

Total 

Dwellings 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

31.7 

47.6 

17.7 

3.0 

100.0 

Atlantic 

65.3 

0.6 

19.9 

14.2 

100.0 

Quebec 

46.4 

6.9 

43.7 

3.0 

100.0 

West 

16.7 

63.5 

16.0 

3.8 

100.0 

Canada 

33.9 

37.8 

24.2 

4.1 

100.0 

Table  53  Occupied  Private  Dwellings  by  Principal  Heating  Fuel 
by  Region,  Change  in  Share,  1971  -  1981 


Oil  or 
Kerosene 

Piped  or 

Bottled  Gas 

Electricity 

Other 

(percentage 

points) 

ONTARIO 

-22.3 

+  10.5 

+  1 1 .7 

+0.1 

Atlantic 

-18.5 

0.0 

+  17.1 

+1 .4 

Quebec 

-32.9 

-1.1 

+35.8 

-1 .8 

West 

-15.5 

+  5.9 

+  11.4 

-1.8 

Canada 

-23.2 

+  5.7 

+  18.4 

-0.9 
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Figure  3  Indices  of  House  Values,  Major  Payments, 

Rents  and  Household  Income  by  Province,  1981 


100 


Note  Major  payments  include  payments  for  electricity,  fuel,  water,  other  municipal  services,  monthly  mortgage 
payments  and  property  taxes. 
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INCOME 


For  different  purposes,  incomes  can  be  measured  per  capita,  per  family  and 
per  non-family  person,  and  per  household.  These  different  incomes  series 
have  very  similar  profiles  between  provinces  (Figure  4). 


The  share  of  the  population  with  income  increased  significantly  in  all 
regions  between  1970  and  1980.  This  reflected  increased  work  force 
participation  and  improvements  in  social  security  programs  (Table  54). 


However  measured,  income  levels  in  Ontario  are  slightly  above  the  national 
average,  but  are  slightly  below  levels  in  the  West.  Growth  rates  for 
income  in  Ontario  during  the  1970s  were  marginally  less  than  those  in 
Quebec,  significantly  less  than  those  in  the  Atlantic  region  and  about 
half  the  growth  rate  in  the  West  (Tables  55  and  56).  During  the  1970s, 
Ontario  and  Quebec  incomes  both  slipped  relative  to  the  national  average, 
while  all  other  provinces  improved  their  position  relative  to  the  national 
average  (Figure  5). 


f.>s- 
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Table  54 

Share  of  Population  15  Years  and 

Over  With  Income, 

1971  -  1981 

1971 

1981 

Change  in  Share 
1971  “  1981 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

79.6 

86.8 

+  7,2 

Atlantic 

72.6 

81,1 

+  8.5 

Quebec 

71 .2 

81.3 

+  10.1 

West 

78.2 

87.3 

+  9.1 

Canada 

76.2 

85.0 

+  8.8 

Note:  Includes  income  earners,  plus  recipients  of  family  allowances, 
pensions,  welfare,  etc. 


Table  55 

Average  Income  by 

Region,  1980 

Per  Census 

Per  Non- 

Per 

Per  Capita 

Family 

Family  Individual 

Household 

(1980  constant  dollars) 

ONTARIO 

13,315 

28,002 

11,488 

25,577 

Atlantic 

10,518 

21,362 

8,382 

20,455 

Quebec 

12,457 

25,105 

9,988 

22,869 

West 

13,767 

28,342 

11,804 

25,613 

Canada 

12,993 

26,748 

10,984 

24,460 
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Table  56 

Average  Income  by  Region,  Per  Cent  Change,  1970  -  1980 

Per  Capita 

Per  Census 
Family 

Per  Non- 

Family  Individual 

Per 

Household 

(per  cent) 

ONTARIO 

+  12.0 

+21 .2 

+26.5 

+  12.8 

Atlantic 

+21 .2 

+33.1- 

^37.0 

+24.1 

Quebec 

+  15.3 

+25.0 

+26.4 

+16.2 

West 

+30.6 

+41 .8 

+48.5 

+35.5 

Canada 

+18.6 

+28.5 

+33.8 

+20.5 
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Figure  4  Indices  of  Median  Income  by  Province,  1980 
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Figure  5  Index  of  Median  Per  Capita  Income 
by  Province,  1970  and  1980 
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